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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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Signs of the End 
That Have Never 
Occurred Before 


By Louis S. BAUMAN, D.D. 


As our Lord sat on old Olivet 
his disciples asked him a very 
plain question: “Tell us, What 
shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world (con- 
summation of the age)?” (Matt. 
24:3). Christ’s reply was equally 
plain: World war, famines, pesti- 
lences, and earthquakes in divers 
places (compare Matt. 24:6). 


WORLD WAR—The war from 
1914 to 1918 was a. war such as 
this earth has never before known. 
Its battle lines were literally flung 
around the earth. It was the first 
World war. From the most au- 
thentic statistics available, gath- 
ered by the New York Evening 
Post, the New York Tribune, and 
from other sources in England as 
well as America, we learn that 
more than 58,500,000 men were in 
arms! Of that number, more than 
10,000,000 namés were recorded on 
the death roll on field and in the 


army hospitals. Deaths as a direct 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Mother Hu 


The Thrilling Story of the Recent 
Salvation and Healing of an Old 
Chinese Lady in Interior China. 
Note this Remarkable Healing in 
Answer to Prayer Is Not Reported 
by Some Fanatical Sect, but by a 
Missionary of the Great China In- 


land Mission, Founded by Hudson 
Taylor. 


BY MISSIONARY R. W. FRAME 
of Shekichen, Honan 


An old heathen “granny” known 
as Mother Hu had heard of Jesus 
once in her life. Her married 
daughter had told her mother 
about Him when she came home 
for a visit in the New Year. How- 
ever, all the old woman “took in” 
was that “Jesus can save people’s 
souls.” When she lay a-dying, liter- 
ally starving to death before the 
eyes of her family by reason of a 
cancerous infection in her throat 
that prevented her from swallow- 
ing because of the pain it caused, 
she recalled that phrase. 

“No hope now for this old body,” 
she whispered to those around her. 
“But they tell me there is a Je- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


(Sermon preached August 2, 19- 
41 at Cedar Lake Conference 
Grounds, Cedar Lake, Indiana. 
Stenographically Reported.) 


I am going to talk to you to- 
night on the second coming of 
Christ. We are more than happy 
to see our Brother John Rice with 
us..I love him. He and I have “fit,” 
bled and died together! We have 
died several times, haven’t we, 
John? And we are willing to die 
some more, too. 


I have made it a rule in my life, 
that I never hold a series of meet- 
ings without speaking on the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. The Bible 
doesn’t tell us to be saved in or- 
der to be ready to die. The Bible 
tells us to be ready for the ‘return. 
So I am speaking tonight on the 
second coming, and I invite your 
attention to the latter part of the 
seventeenth chapter of Luke. If 
you have your Bibles, I would like 
for you to read with me, beginning 
with the twenty-second verse: 


“And he said unto the dis- 
ciples, The days will come, 


EDITOR JOHN R. RICE AT HIS DESK 


Above you see the editor at his 
desk in the little study at home. 
Before him on the desk are some 
of the books and pamphlets which 


he has written. Eighteen are, 


shown on the desk, but we doubt 
if you can distinguish them clearly 
in the print. Others are out of 
print, and since the picture was 
taken two more have been added. 
The letters include those telling 
how people have been saved from 
reading The Sword of the Lord, 
through the booklet, “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” the one on 
“Hell, What the Bible Says About 
It,” through “All Have Sinned,” 
and through, “Bible Facts About 
Heaven.’ We receive hundreds of 
letters from people who write to 
say they are saved through this 


gospel literature. From September, 
1940, through September, 1941, 
about fifteen and one-half million 
pages of the editor’s books and 
pamphlets have been printed! 

Notice the Ediphone, a dictating 
machine with which letters, ar- 
ticles for The Sword of the Lord, 
etc., are put on records, and then 
stenographers with another ma- 
chine, listen and typewrite the ma- 
terial. The editor carries this ma- 
chine with him in a special case 
and mails records back to his of- 
fice. He must carry on this heavy 
work wherever he goes. The Sword 
of the Lord requires from forty to 
fifty pages of typewritten copy 
each week. 


editor a picture of Mrs. Rice with 
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Baby Joy, another picture of the 
baby; and below Mrs. Rice is a 
handmade motto of Psalm 126:6, 
the editor’s life text, “He that go- 
eth forth and weepeth, bearing 


precious seed, shall doubtless come | 


again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him.” 

Although we do not usually 
print the editor’s picture, we feel 
that this time it is permissible be- 
cause of the general and wide- 
spread interest in the books and 
The Sword of the Lord, and since 
it shows him at his desk and dic- 
tating machine. And will you pray 
for him that God will give special 
grace for the great privileges God 
has given him in getting out the 
gospel in print as well as in re- 
vivals and over the radio? — 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


By REv. SAM MORRIS 


when ye shall desire to see one 
of the days of the Son of man, 
and ye shall not see it. 

“And they shall say to you, 
See here; or, see there: go not 
after them, nor follow them. 

“For as the lightning, that 
lighteneth out of the one part 
under heaven, shineth unto the 
other part under heaven; so 
shall also the Son of man be 
in his day. 

“But first must he suffer 
many things, and be rejected 
of this generation. 

“And as it was in the days 
of Noe, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. 
“They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered into the 
ark, and the flood came, and 
destroyed them all. 

“Likewise also as it was in 
the days of Lot; they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they build- 

d: 


ed; 

“But the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained 
fire and brimstone from heav- 
en, and destroyed them all.” 


I want to pause long enough to 
say I believe fire and brimstone 
fell out of Heaven on Sodom and 
Gomorrah and set it afire and 
burned it up just like the Bible 
said. And there is a great blessing 


in. that to us when we get to the 


book of Revelation. Some people 
try to tell us that the book of Rev- 
elation is a lot of symbols and 
figures and we can’t tell what it 
means. On the other hand, a lot of 
folks try to explain it away in- 
stead of accepting it like it is. 
When it speaks over there in Rev- 
elation of fire and brimstone which 
will have such a terrible part in 
God’s wrath upon the world, we 
have a historical incident in the 
Old Testament to demonstrate on 
a small scale what that is going 


Bible Questions 
Answered 


QUESTION: “Does the Bible 
teach that the sin against the Holy 
Ghost spoken of in Matthew 12: 
31, 32 and other places cannot be 
committed today? Some teach that 
there is no such thing as an un- 
pardonable sin; that Christ paid 
for this sin on the cross; that if 
there is a sin that cannot be for- 
given then Christ did not pay for 
all sin on the cross.” 


ANSWER:. Yes, I think there is 
an unpardonable sin, about which 
the Saviour has very clear teach- 
ing in the Bible, and that this un- 
pardonable sin is as prevalent to- 
day as ever. 

First, we know that there was 
an unpardonable sin because Je- 
sus plainly said in Matthew 12:31, 
“The blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
men;” and the next verse says, 
“Whosoever speaketh against the 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiv- 
en him, neither in this world, nei- 
ther in the world to come.” It is 
Clear here that there was a sin 
which J esus said could . never be 
forgiven. 

And the reason that this sin 
could not be forgiven was that it 
was on offense which would drive 

’ (CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


to be on a large scale. When in 
the book of Revelation it says the 
final abode of the damned is a 
lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone which is the second 
death, I believe that is just as lit- 
eral as the bench you are sitting 
on. I believe it will be just as 
literal as the fire and brimstone 
which fell on Sodom and destroyed 
it. 

“Even thus shall it be in 
the day when the Son of man 
is revealed. 

“In that day, he which shall 
be upon the housetop, and his 
stuff in the house, let him not 
come down to take it away: 
and he that is in the field, let 
him likewise not return back. 

“Remember Lot’s wife.” 
Three words—“Remember Lot’s 

wife.” 

“Whosoever shall seek to 
save his life shall lose it; 
and whosoever shall lose his 
life shall preserve it. 

“I tell you, in. that night 
there shall be two men in one 
bed; the one shall be taken, 
and the other shall be left. 

“Two women shall be grind- 
ing together; .the one.shaill be 
taken, and the other left. 

“Two men shall be in the 
field; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


17 Weeks, 25c 


5 SUBS, $1.00; 10 SUBS, $2.00 
With Soul - Winner's Fire'' Book 


Free. 


Here is your opportunity to help 
us get thousands of good Chris- 
tian workers, people who need gos- 
pel literature, acquainted with The 
Sword of the Lord. We offer a trial 
subscription of 17 weeks for only 
25c, which is at a reduced rate, 
just so people can try the paper 
for four months. But five trial sub- 
scriptions, each running 17 weeks, 
may be had for only $1.00, a still 
further reduction. 

And if you will send in ten trial 
subscriptions for $2.00 we will 
send you free the editor’s newest 
book, “THE SOUL-WINNER’S 
FIRE,” a lovely little book of mes- 
sages on soul winning power and 
zeal, and on revival. We know the 
book will bless your heart. It was 
printed by the Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association and has the 
finest commendations. We want to 
send it free to you, so please send 
us $2.00 with the names and ac- 
curate addresses of ten friends at 
once. Each of these will receive 
The Sword of the Lord for 17 
weeks’ trial, that is, for four 
months; and you will receive free 
and postpaid, this beautiful little 
book, 127 pages, with a revival 
scene on the front cover in two 
colors. 

We believe that The Sword of 
the Lord will be of special help 
when it is sent to Sunday School 
teachers, to church officers, to 
ministers of the gospel, to Chris- 
tian boys in the army camps; any- 
where that people love the Lord 
and will read Christian literature. 
A good many souls are saved 
through the evangelistic messages 
of The Sword of the Lord, and we 
suggest that you pray as to wheth- 
er God would have you send The 
Sword of the Lord to unsaved 


| (CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 24, 1941 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


“And they answered and 
said unto him, Where, Lord? 
And he said unto them, — 
Wheresoever the body is, 
thither will the eagles be 
gathered together.” 

There are four simple thoughts 
I want you to carry home with 
you tonight about the second com- 
ing as revealed in this passage of 
Scripture. First, the promise of 
His Coming; second, the polution 
of the world at the time of His 
coming; third, the peril that we 
face in the light of His coming, 
fourth, the sag that will take 
place when He comes, The prom- 
ise, polution, peril, and parting. 

A preacher stood in the town 
where I used to be pastor and ar- 
rogantly boasted that he never had 
preached on the second coming of 
Christ and never expected to 
preach on it. That means that he 
had never spoken on the fourteenth 
chapter of John, that blessed 
promise, “Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God; believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.“ 

That means that he had never 
preached on Matthew, chapters 24 
and 25. 

That means he had never 
preached on the statement of those 
two celestial visitors at the time 
of Jesus’ ascension, when the dis- 
ciples looking up into the clouds 
for a glimpse of the departing 
Lord, heard the angels say: “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gaz- 
ing up into heaven? this same Je- 
Sus (same eyes, same ears, same 
hands, same voice), which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” 7 

That means that he had never 
preached in all its fullness that 
great fifteenth chapter of the first 
book of Corinthians, that resur- 
rection chapter where we have the 
statement, “Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ’s at 
his coming.” 

That means, my friends, that he 
had never preached on the fourth 
chapter of I Thessalonians where 
Paul comforted the Thessalonians 
- with this wonderful statement, “I 
would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope. 
For if we ‘believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. For this we say unto 
- you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain un- 
to the coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself (not a fire, 
not a flood, not death, not some 
calamity, not the Holy Ghost on 
the day of Pentecost) the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

That means that he had never 
preached on the passage of Scrip- 
ture in the book of Hebrews where 
they were admonished, “Not for- 
saking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some 


is; but exhorting one another: and 


so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching.” - 

That means that he had never 
preached on that blessed passage 
of Scripture in I Peter where he 
says, ““Blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant 
- mercy hath begotten us again un- 
to a lively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time.’ 

That means that he had never 
preached on that marvelous pas- 
sage of Scripture in I John where 
he says, “Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is.” 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


That means he had never 
preached on II Thessalonians, be- 
cause every chapter opens about 
His coming and closes about His 
coming. 

It means he had never spoken 
on II Peter where it says, “For we 
have not followed cunningly de- 
vised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 

That means he had never 
preached on the book of James 
where it said, “The judge stand- 
eth before the door,’ and 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 

That means he had never 
preached on the book of Jude 
where it says, “Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints.” 

That means.he had never 
preached on the ist chapter of the 
book of Revelation where it says, 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; 
and-.every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him: and 
all kindreds of the earth shall ‘ail 
because-of him. Even so, Amen.’ 

That means he had never 
preached on the last promise in the 
Bible. Do you know what it is? 
“He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly.” 

That means he had never 
preached on the last prayer in the 
Bible. Do you know what it is? 
“Amen, Even so, come, Lord Je- 
sus,” 

Why brother, if Paul wanted to 
urge a young preacher to be true 
to God, he said “I charge thee be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom; Preach the word,” 
linking it up with the second com- 
ing. 
That means he had never 
preached on the marvelous pas- 
sage of Scripture over in Titus 
where it tells us, “The grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, Teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; Looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glori- 
ous appearing of the great God 
rand our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

My, my, my, how much of the 
Bible he had left out of his min- 
istry! I had known him as a min- 
ister for fourteen years when he 
made that statement. Brother, the 
Bible tells us all throuph the. Old 
Testament and all through the 
New Testament that Jesus Christ 
is coming again. 

Why, that means that preacher 
never had preached on Genesis 3: 
15, “I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel,” because the serpent bruised 
Christ on the cross, Christ did not 
bruise the serpent. Doesn’t Isaiah 
tell us, “Eke. was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him’? Doesn’t 
Paul say, “The God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet short- 
ly’? Christ hasn’t triumphed over 
Satan in that fullness of bruising 
yet, but it will happen at the sec- 
ond coming. 

That means, my friends, he had 
never preached on the threefold 
character of Christ’s works, as 
Prophet, Priest-and King. He came 
and was a Prophet among us. He 
is now our High Priest in Heaven. 
He is coming back to be our King 
and reign upon this earth. That is 
the promise of His coming. How 
precious it is! It makes us want 
to live clean after John has said, 
“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be,” and he goes on 
to say, “But we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he 
is.” Then he goes on to say, “‘Ev- 
ery man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he 
is pure’’—the promise of the sec- 
ond coming. 

And here in this passage in 
Luke, Jesus said to His disciples, 
as the lightning flashes from one 
part of the sky to another, one 
day the Son of Man is going to 
flash upon this darkened world. 
And if His second coming is not 
visible, not audible, not tangible, 
the second coming of Christ would 
not fulfill the Scripture, would not 


justify the faith of the saints, and 


“The. 


oo 


would not produce the results the 
Bible promises to be produced in 
this world. Just as literally as He 
was when He walked along the 
dusty road of Palestine, some day 
He is coming back for us to see 
and.look at. Now that is the prom- 
ise of His coming. 


Another question comes up. 
What kind of a condition is the 
world going to be in when He 
comes? And here is where there 
are a lot of divisions of opinion. 
I take the position that the world 
will be just about as rotten as it 
is possible for it to be. Some of 
my preacher brethren rather 
amuse me. They preach over the 
radio and in the pulpit and say, 
“Jesus Christ is soon coming. All 
Signs point to His coming, and 
we are going to have a great re- 
vival. Let’s pray for a great re- 
vival just before Jesus’ Christ 
comes.” Well, brother, as I see it 
in the Bible, it does not teach there 
is going to be a great revival just 
in front of the Lord’s return. It 
will be exactly the opposite. Jesus, 
wanting to set before His disciples 
the condition of the world at the 
time of His second coming, 
reached back across the pages of 
history and picked out the story of 
the flood and said, “As it was in 
the days of Noe, so shall it be al- 
so in the days of the Son of man.” 
Brother, Noah didn’t live in the 
time of a great revival. He 
preached one hundred and twenty 
years and he didn’t see a soul 
saved as far as I know. Noah did 
not live in the time of a great 
spiritual awakening. It was exact- 
ly the opposite. He lived in a world 
filled with lust, in a world domi- 
nated by violence, in a world which 
had gone astray after the things 
of the flesh and Satanic leadership, 
and Jesus said, ‘Do you want to 
know how it is going to be when 
I come back?” Here, I will give 
you a picture,” and he flashes the 
story of Noah on the screen. And 
then thinking somebody might say, 
“That is just one picture, I know 
something is wrong about that,” 
He said, “I will show you another 
picture,” and He reached back over 
and gets the book of Genesis and 
flashed on the screen a backslidden 
world Lot traveled with Uncle 
Abraham and then the hour of 
parting came and Lot beheld all 
the plain of Jordan, that it was 
well watered every where and he 
pitched his tent toward Sodom, 
and dwelt in Sodom. And Abra- 
ham, when he was told an angelic 
messenger was going to .destroy 
the city of the plains, Sodom, 
Abraham began to think of his 
nephew Lot and Lot’s family and 
said, ‘‘Oh; Lord, you won’t destroy 
it if you find fifty righteous, will 
you?” And the Lord said, “No.” 
“Well, forty, thirty, twenty, ten— 
will you destroy it if you find ten 
righteous?” The Lord answered, 
“No, not if there are ten righteous 
in the city, I will not destroy it,”’ 
but ten righteous could not be 
found in the city of Sodom. There 
was Lot, Mrs. Lot, the two sin- 
gle daughters that we know of, 
and the two married daughters— 
six in all. I think Abraham had 
Lot in mind. all the time when he 
was praying; he was just leading 
down to them. “Oh, Lord, here is 
my nephew. He knew me, he knew 
how I knelt around the old. fam- 
ily altar, he knew how I lived. But 
you wili find that Lot was back- 
slidden, willing to stoop to unlaw- 
ful deeds with his single daugh- 
ters. Then he went out into the 
city and knocked on the door and 
woke up the married daughters 
and said, “Hurry, get out,” and he 
was to his sons-in-law as one that 
mocked. And then they left that 
city and as they walked off down 
the trail, his wife looked back and 
became a pillar of salt. Yonder 
in the cave the two single daugh- 
ters, the only surviving members 
of the family, made their father 
drunk and lay down in adultery 
with him. It was a_ backslidden 
picture which we see, and a city of 
lust and violence: and greed and 
business. They married and gave 
in marriage, they bought and sold, 


but they didn’t have time for God. 


That is the picture. It is not a 
picture of a spiritual revival. It is 


not a time of great spiritual awak- 


ening. It is not a picture of a world 
of goodness but a world of vile- 
ness, And Jesus said, “That is the 
picture of the condition of the 
world at the time I will return. 
You know, I don’t know how the 
present age could be any nearer 
like that age than it is. Divorces 
abound, marriage vows are but 
slips of paper which do not mean 


Bible Questions 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


away the Holy Spirit so that.the 
sinner would not be convicted, 
would not repent, would not trust 
Christ. | 

A careful study of the entire 
passage, Matthew 12:22-32, shows 
that the Pharisees, after great en- 
lightenment, deliberately rejected 
Christ and that the unpardonable 
sin about which Jesus warned 
them may have been committed in 
their hearts. Their sin was not in 
what they said, but-verse 25 tells 
us, “And Jesus knew their 
thoughts, said unto them, etc. They 
said that Jesus was casting out 
devils by the power of Beelzebub. 
But their horrible sin was that in 
their hearts they thought, ‘I don’t 
care if He is the Son of God, lI 
hate Him! I'll never take Him as 
my Saviour! Ill never trust Him. 
I’ll never turn from my hidden 
sins.” The struggle in their hearts 
was whether or not to receive 
Christ as Saviour and surrender 
their whole hearts to Him. The 
Holy Spirit of God spoke to them. 


rurged them, convicted them. And 


they in struggling against this 
Holy Spirit’s invitation and warn- 
ing may have committed the un- 
pardonable sin. I think they did. 
Certainly -that was the sin they 
were in danger of committing. 
Some people say that it is an 
unpardonable sin simply to ascribe 
the works of the Holy Spirit to the 
devil, to say that something He 
has done was done by the devil's 
power. But that is far too shallow 
an answer. The unpardonable sin 
was not done with the lips or 
tongue—it was done in the heart. 


Hebrews 6:4-6 discusses this 
Same unpardonable sin in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“For it is impossible for those 


who were once enlightened, and 


have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good word of God, and the pow- 
ers of the world to come, if they 
Shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they 
crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and. put him to an 
open shame,” 

Remember that Jesus said there 
was only one unpardonable sin. 
Therefore this sin which one, af- 
ter great enlightenment, commits 
is the unpardonable sin. It is the 
sin of a person once enlightened, 
one who has “tasted” of the Heav- 
enly gift, one whom the Holy Spir- 
it has gone along with, convict- 
ing him; one who has “tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come.’ If one con- 
victed, enlightened sinner who has 
been brought to the very point of 
decision, falls away from this con- 
viction and definitely sets himself 
against the Spirit, the Scripture 
says here that it is impossible for 
him to be renewed to the point 
of repentance, “seeing they crucify 
to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open 
shame.” 

Notice that this is not the sin 
ef a saved person. The term, “par- 
takers of the Holy. Ghost,” is a 
mistranslation, Actually it refers 
to one convicted by the Holy Ghost 
one with whom the Holy Spirit 
goes along in faithful dealing. 

Verse 9 below shows that this 


anything. The popular hero on the 
screen is the man who has the 
largest number of . supposed-to-be 
wives but who runs around with 
other women all the time. The 
whole movie business is a cesspool 
of impurity and everybody with 
brains enough to go in out of the 
rain knows it is. Yet church peo- 
ple will spend good hard earned 
money for their children to go to 
picture shows. I hope that God 
will wake you up. The damnable 
moving picture business has done 
more to rob supposed to be Chris- 
tians of their faith and consecra- 
tion than any other thing I know 
of in America today. “Oh, but 
Brother Sam, there are some good 
pictures like King of Kings or the 
Ten Commandments.” I heard a 
story one time and I am almost 
tempted to tell it. A fellow was 


working on the sewer pipe and he 


had his lunch in his coat pocket. 
He dropped his coat into the sew- 
er. He dug out a great big hole 
in the sewer pipe and there was 
a great piling up of stuff. He got 
a pole and was stirring around in 
it. One fellow said, “You don’t 
want your coat now, do you?” 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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does not refer to saved people, 
saying, “But, beloved, we are per- 
suaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany Salvation, 
though we thus speak.” The things 
mentioned in verses 4 to 6 do not 
accompany salvation, but are for 
unconverted people who may com- 
mit the unpardonable sin. 

Some people say that now one 
cannot commit the unpardonable 
sin, since Christ is not here in the 
flesh. Again that is a far-fetched 
and:shallow answer to the ques- 
tion. I believe that multitudes com- 
mitted ,the unpardonable sin in the 
days of Noah, when God warned in 
Genesis 6:3, “My spirit shall not 
always strive with man.” 

And there is clear evidence that 
multitudes will commit the unpar- 
donable sin in the great tribula- 
tion time. Revelation 13:8 says 
that all will worship the anti- 
Christ “whose names are not writ- 
ten in the book of life,’”’ and Rev- 
elation 14:9-11 expressly states 
that every person who will take 
the mark of the beast will be tor- 
mented in Hell, that not a single 
such person will ever be saved. 
So we may.be sure that every per- 
son who- takés the mark of the 
beast, whatever that is, in the 
great tribulation period, will have 
committed the unpardonable sin 
and can never be saved. 

In the very nature of the case 
the unpardonable sin would be as 
much possible today as ever. Wher- 
ever sinners are greatly enlight- 
ened and are convicted of their 
sins by the Holy Spirit, and wher- 
ever they struggle against the 
plain warning and pleading of the 
Spirit; wherever the matter comes 
to a climax so that a man must 
choose definitely, in full knowl- 
edge of what is involved, then some 
will choose wrongly, with wicked 
hearts will turn forever away from 
God, and will cross the divide so 
that they can never be brought 
back to the place of repentance 
or where they could repent and be 
saved. : 

This does not mean that God is 
changed. God is as willing to for- 
give the vilest sinner who ever 
lived as He is to forgive anyone 
else. If one has committed the un- 
pardonable sin, God still loves him. 
His sins are still paid for by the 
blood of Christ. If he would re- 
pent, he could be saved. If he 
would trust Christ for salvation, 
his sins would be covered. But one 
who commits the unpardonable sin 
has a change in himself so that he 
will never repent, will never be 
saved. 


The truth of this is well ex- 
pressed by the poet who said, 


“There is a time, I know not when, 
A place, I know not where, 
Which marks the destiny of men 
To heaven or despair, 


There is a line by us not seen, 
Which crosses every path; 

The hidden boundary between 
God’s patience and His wrath. 


To cross that limit is to die, 
To die, as if by stealth. : 
|It may. not pale the beaming eye, 

Nor quench the glowing health. 


The conscience may be still at ease, 

The spirit light and gay. 

That which is pleasing still may 
please, 

And care be thrust away. 


But on that forehead God hath set 
Indelibly a mark, 

By man unseen, for man as yet 
Is blind and in the dark. 


And still the doomed man’s path 
below | 

May bloom like Eden bloomed, 

He did not, does not, will not know, 

Nor feel that he is doomed. 


He feels, he sees, that all is well, 
His every fear is calmed. 

He lives, he dies, he wakes in hell, 
Not only doomed, but damned. 


Oh, where is that mysterious 
bourn, , 

By which each path is crossed, 

Beyond which God Himself hath 
sworn 

That he who goes is lost? 


How long may man go on in sin, 
How long will God forbear? 
—_ does hope end, and where 


The confines of despair? 
One answer from those skies is 


sent, ; 
“Ye who from God depart,: 


While it is called today, repent, 
And harden not your heart.” 
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PAGE THREE 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


And the man replied, “My lunch 
was in the pocket of it.” Oh, God 
have mercy on men and women 
that are willing to stir around in 
all the rotten filth and the nas- 
tiness and support the damnable 
movie interests for a little trifling 
of a picture the devil has put in 
as bait to catch you with. (Thank 
you, John, for that Amen. That 
is like saying “sic’em” to a dog. 


You had better be careful!) 


Oh, beloved, I want to ask you 
a question. How many would like 
to be found in a moving picture 
show when Jesus comes? Not a 
man or woman in this building 
would. Let’s be Christians. Let’s 
love our Lord. Let’s work for 
Christ in a wicked world. Let’s say 
to the world. “We want none of 
your filth.” The appeal of the pic- 
ture show is to the flesh, not to 
the brain, Brother, don’t ever say 
it is to the brain. You can sit 
through picture after picture and 
never have a mental function. It 
is to the lust. 


Pick up a daily newspaper, 
What do you see spread out all 
over the front page? Lust, crime, 
murder, divorce. Why does the 
newspaper publish that kind of 
stuff on the front page? It is what 
the public wants. They are not out 
to reform anybody: They are not 
out to preach any sermons. They 
are out to sell newspapers, and 
whatever it takes to sell them, that 
is what they sell. If a president 
of a college dies, a holy man who 
has lived for God, they may pub- 
lish in the paper the day he died, 
the day he was buried, how many 
survivors he had. But you let a 
Raymond Hamilton or a John Dil- 
linger be killed, the newspaper 
will play it up with pictures a 
front page headline and everything 
else. Why? The public wants it. 
The newspaper and the radio 
and the moving picture industry 
bow to the wants and wishes of the 
American people, and America is 
rotten at the core. That is the con- 
dition we will find when Christ 
comes. Not a revival, not a spir- 
itual awakening, not a longing for 
God, but exactly the opposite. The 
antediluvian world turned against 
God, so the Lord said, “I am go- 
ing to destroy it.” Sodom, with 
lust, sensuality, sins, and even old 
Lot and family were so backslid- 
den — not a picture of a revival in 
it. That is the way it is going to 
be. 

Somebody says, “Well, I would 
like to be a Christian but there is 
so much hypocrisy in the churches, 
there are so many denominations 
and it is so hard to live right.” 
Brother, it is easier tonight than 
it will be tomorrow night. It is 
easier this week than it well be 
next week. It is easier this year 
than it will be next year. If that 
is what’s pulling you back, you 
had better fall on the overtures 
of the mercy of God and get right 
with Christ now. It will get harder 
all the way along. 


‘Those are the promise and polu- 
tion of the world. There are two 
other thoughts, the peril that you 
and I face in connection with the 
second coming. “Remember Lot’s 
wife.” You look at that and won- 
der why He put that in. What has 
that got to do with the second 
coming? Oh, Brother, then He 
went on to say, “In that day, he 
which shall be upon the housetop, 
and his stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away: 
and he that is in the field, let him 
likewise not return back.” What is 
that pointing to. It is pointing to 
the peril of you and me in get- 
ting our hearts set on natural 
things in this life instead of keep- 
ing our hearts set upon His sec- 
ond coming. Lot and his wife and 
two daughters walked out of Sod- 
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om and as they were walking 
along down the road Mrs. Lot got 
to thinking about the things she 
left behind, thinking about the 
city, her home, what she had 
in Sodom, about those two mar- 
ried daughters she was leaving be- 
hind—she thought of the things of 
this world back in the city of Sod- 
om and she turned for one last 
look and became a pillar of salt— 
a. testimony of God’s miraculous, 
supernatural power. What Jesus is 
saying here is, Brother, for you to 
keep your eyes on His second com- 
ing and not get too busy building 
your little home, don’t get too busy 
accumulating an old age pension, 
and lay money in the bank for a 
rainy day, and get everything all 
ready to spend in your old age, but 
the thing He wants you to do is 
to obey Him, look for Him, walk 
with Him and keep your heart and 
let not your heart become satur- 
ated with things of this world, 
“And take heed to yourselves, lest 
at any time your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon you 
unawares.” (Luke 21:34). 


Gipsy Smith. was holding meet- 
ings in Tremont Temple in Bos- 
ton. It is a marvelous place. Mrs. 
Morris and I worshipped there 


quite frequently when we were in 


Brown University. Great crowds 
were coming. The city was stirred 
in a great way. Gipsy Smith 
preached one night and up the 
aisle came a woman, pulling her 
little boy by the hand. She walked 
up to Gipsy Smith and said, Oh, 
Gipsy, I want my little boy to 
shake hands with you so that 
when he grows up he can say that 
he shook hands with a preacher 
that. stirred the city of Boston.” 
Gipsy Smith reached down to 
shake hands with the little boy, 
and the little boy just stood there 
and kinda’ looked up at him with 
his hands behind him. “Come on, 
sonny, let’s shake hands.” He just 
stood there. He kept resisting him. 
Finally the little boy reached out 
with his left hand. Gipsy Smith 
chided him and said, “No, no, I 
don’t want to shake hands left- 
handed.” That was before the days 
of the KKK you know! “No, I 
don’t want to shake hands with 
your left hand but your right 
hand,” and the little boy reached 
out his right hand, and his fist 
was all doubled up. Gipsy Smith 
said, “I don’t want to fight you, I 
just want to shake hands with you. 
I am your friend.” The little boy 
put his left hand under his right 
hand and took something out of his 
right hand, which he couldn’t see, 
and shook hands with him. Gypsy 
Smith said, ““What do you have in 
your hand?” The little boy would 
not tell him. And Gypsy took hold 
of his hand and began to pull the 
fingers apart and finally he prized 
the fingers open. Guess what he 
had in his hand. Three little dirty 
pee-wee marbles. He was more in- 
terested in the play things of life 
than he was in holding the hand 
of a great man, Oh, men and wom- 
en, I want to ask you tonight, have 
you been more interested in hold- 
ing to the play things of life than 
you have been in gripping the nail- 
scarred hand and looking up? “TI 
would like to beva Christian, but 
I would have to stay away from 
such and such a place,” you say. 
“I would like to give my heart to 
Christ, but I like to do this and I 
like to do that which a Christian 
ought not to do. Yes, I would like 
to be a Christian but—’” and with 


a child-like grip, you hold to the 


play things of life. Turn loose and 
reach up and hold the nail-scarred 
hand, a scar that you can feel that 
tells of Calvary, which tells of 
nails, tells of blood and tells of 
suffering and tells, thank God, of 
the second coming again. 


The final thought I want you to 
take away with you tonight is the 
parting that will prevail when Je- 
sus Christ comes. Two will be in 
the bed; one shall be taken, an- 
other shall be left. Two will be out 
in the field plowing; one will be 
taken, the other will be left. Two 
will be grinding at the mill; one 
will be taken, another left. 

The first parting is going to 
come out in the grave yard when 
Jesus comes. It is His secret com- 
ing for his saints that is recorded 
here. Notice the Scripture with me. 
“TI would not have you to be ig- 
norant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow 


Prize Winning 
Letters Announced 


Many fine letters have come in 
from those who read the book, 
“AND GOD REMEMBERED ...” 
And Other Favorite Messages. The 
contest was spirited and showed 
that many blessings have been re- 
ceived by readers, souls have been 
saved, -lives have been changed. 

Rev. J. C. Macaulay, pastor of 
the Wheaton Bible Church was 


chairman of the committee. With. 


the help of two other members of 
the committee, he prayerfully and 
carefully judged the contest let- 
ters, considering the writer’s un- 
derstanding of the messages read, 
the evidences of real blessing, and 
sincerity of expression. Many other 
letters deserve special mention be- 
sides those winning first prizes. 


First prize went to Mrs. G. O. 
Fealy, of Denver, Colorado. She 
gets a beautiful Morocco bound 
Scofield reference Bible, with In- 
dia paper, concordance, maps and 
all the Scofield helps. Her letter 
has been printed before, but we 
publish it here to honor her. 
“Gentlemen: 


““And God Remembered...’ 
came to us for-renewing The 
Sword .of the Lord. ‘Mother,’ who 
is an invalid, read it first. She sel- 
dom comments on such reading 
matter, but “Tears in Heaven’ set 
her to thinking. She asked us what 
we thought about such a possi- 
bility. We, too, had never thought 
of the fact that tears will not be 
entirely eliminated for each Chris- 
tian at death. She had us send for 
another copy to pass around 
among friends. Next, ‘Husband’ 
read ‘Tears in Heaven.’ When part 
way thru he began reading to me, 
and the longer he read, the more 
stirred he became. When finished, 
he dropped to his knees and prayed 
as I have never heard him pray 
before. He is a believer, and a 
preacher, but this message brought 
him to a deeper realization of his 
obligation to reach lost souls with 
the Gospel before it is too late. 
I believe that I have not heard 
him preach since then without 
mentioning this particular sermon, 
and dwelling on the fact that re- 
deemed souls in Heaven are still 
agonizing for the lost here on 


not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are. alive and re- 
main unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are 
asleep: For the Lord himself shall 
descend”’—Is He coming all the 
way down?—‘“shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up’—He will descend 
and we will be caught up to meet, 
not His body, but ‘to meet the 
Lord in the air.” There are rea- 
sons why the Scripture in one 
place speaks of Jesus coming like 
a thief and in another place they 
say that every eye shall see Him 
—well, how can He come like a 
thief and every eye see Him? Ev- 
ery eye doesn’t see a thief when he 
comes in. That is the reason why 
it is spoken of Him descending 
into the air. Yet Zechariah says, 
“His feet shall stand on the mount 
of Olives.” Why? Because that se- 
cret coming, the thief coming. It 
is not, my friends, the same thing 
He is speaking of here. It is two 
separate aspects of the one event 
of His coming, for His coming will 
be—remember His first coming, 
how much time it covered—thirty- 


three years. The Bible could speak 


as a babe in the manger, as cru- 
cified on the cross—separate those 


two things from each other, two 


different things, two different as- 
pects of His first coming. They 
were related events of His coming. 
That secret coming and His pub- 
lic manifestation are two separate 
aspects of the one event of His 
second coming. He comes for His 
saints. And in that secret coming, 
husband and wife that have loved 
each other and walked with each 
other—one is a Christian who 
loves the Lord and is looking for 
God, and the other is not—when 
He comes down into the clouds the 
believing one will be caught up and 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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earth. No other sermon has made 

such deep impressions on our fam- 

ily as “Tears in Heaven.’ 
“Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) “Mrs, G. O. Fealy.” 


For second prize Mrs. Attie 
Riggs Brooks of Utica, Kentucky, 
and Mrs Russell Clarke, Ham- 
mond, Ind., tied. That means that 
we will give a second prize to each 
of them. Each gets $3.00 worth 
of the editor’s books, of their own 
selection. Their letters follow: 


“Dear Contest Editor: 

“May God be truly praised for 
the many, many blessings which 
were mine after having read .the 


chapter, “Tears in Heaven’! 


“After having read that chapter 
I saw myself.in a new light—as 
indeed I must have looked to God 
for many years. I saw myself in 
my careless, neglectful state of 
missing countless opportunities 
day after day of witnessing for my 
wonderful Saviour, of never speak- 
ing to anyone about His soul, of 
never telling anyone about Him 
who is abundantly able to save and 
to keep. I saw myself with tears 
running down my cheeks as I sat 
in His presence in Heaven, 
ashamed of my selfishness. I saw 
myself as I was, merely content 
with my own salvation, and car- 
ing nothing about my neighbors 
and loved ones. Praise God for 
speaking to me. while there is yet 
time, through this clearly spoken 
message! It has awakened me to 
a more fruitful service in His 
kingdom and has put within my 
heart a burning passion for souls, 
with whom I can share my won- 
derful ‘salvation. 

“I am thankful for this splendid 
opportunity to tell others how 
beautiful and satisfying it is to be 
thus chastened of the Lord and to 
dedicate myself anew to the great 
command, ‘Go ye and spread the 
Gospel,” 


(Signed) “Mrs. Russell Clarke.” 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“*And God Remembered...” Yes, 
He remembered, and put this small 
book into my hands. And in this 
first chapter I found Him anew, He 
Whom my soul loveth, Jesus the 
Christ! 

“An almost fatal malady had 
lifted from my mortal body, but 
hope seemed gone, life at a cross- 
roads and no signboard to direct 
me. I just wanted to rest, and rest 
was denied me. My beloved work 
was laid aside, ended; and I had 
failed. Satan laid his hand on ey- 
ery move I made for the glory of 
God, and God had forgotten. Why 
did He forget? Why? Why? 

“The tormenting, insistent why 
when His mysteries enfold us. Why 
couldn’t I work for Him? Why not 
allow me in His service, had I not 
given all, and bowed humbly be- 
neath His rod? Yes, and toiled 
among brambles to uproot by 
tongue and pen the sowing of the 
enemy, and then God reached out 
His hand and stopped me! 

“Stunned and bewildered I 
groped for the answer, why had 
God forgotten me? 

““And God Remembered!” He 
sent the message by the hand of a 
little crippled mother. She had read 
two chapters, and God said: ‘Close 
the book and send by messenger 
at once to this needy soul. You 
can wait.’ 

“I want you to know that I had 
read but a little of the first chap- 
ter of your book, ‘And God Re- 
membered...’ when His glory 
filled my soul, and I knew that my 
work is not done. He has not for- 
gotten. 


***And God Remembered...’ I 
i lifted high on the wings of His 
ove, 
knows where He placed me. I abide 
in His love, and will move as He 


wills. I am my beloved’s and He| 


is mine eternally! 
(Signed) “Attie Riggs Brooks 


Third prize goes to Mrs. Olive 
E. Pillsbury, Petersburg, Illinois. 
She gets a nice Cruden’s Concord- 
ance, the big book selling usually 
for $2.00. Here is her letter: 


“Dear Contest Editor: 


“Altho I feasted on each sermon 
in ‘And God Remembered....’ I 
was especially blessed by ‘Behold 
the Man.’ For the first time I real- 
ized that: 


“1. Christ met temptations and 
defeated the Devil as a MAN. I 
had long known that ‘Christ was 
in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin,’ but I thot 


the reason He didn’t sin was be- 
cause He conquered Satan as the 
Son of God, What a blessed com- 
fort it is to me to realize that 
Christ really knows my tempta- 
tions and how hard it is to resist 
them. It has given me more cour- 
age and a greater determination 
to withstand temptations. 


“2. Christ performed miracles as 
a Man who was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 

“3. Thru Christ’s great love for 
us as God, He was willing and anx- 
ious to prove His love by becom- 
ing a Man and living as a man 
that He might bear our sins and 
suffer punishment in our stead, 
that He might bring us to God. 


“Yes, I knew Christ did all these 
things and more, but it was only 
thru reading ‘Behold the Man,’ 
that my heart realized that He 
did them as.the Son of Man. 


(Signed) ‘Mrs. Olive E, Pillsbury.” 


Twenty-Five Get Copy of "And 
God Remembered..." 


Here are the names of twenty- 
five others who won copies of the 
book, “And God Remembered..’”’: 
Mrs. R. G. Burt, McComb, Miss- 
issippi; Mrs. J. F. Wood, Gonzales, 
Texas; Mr. Pleasant Buttry, Nor- 
mal, Illinois; Mr. M. H. Duncan, 
Lubbock, Texas; Rev. J. D. Gard- 
ner, Little Rock, Arkansas; Miss 
Leona Fetty, Lawrencé, Kansas; 
Mrs. J. J. Munsell, Russell, Kan- 
sas; Mrs. O. A. Adell, Dallas, Tex- 
as; Mrs. Mabel Souther, Warne, 
N. C.; Mrs. Wm. Strasburger, Ells- 
worth, Nebraska; Mr. N. E. Pe- 
terson, Braham, Minnesota; Miss 
Marjorie Gordons, Concordia, Kan- 
sas; Mrs. Barndt Pierce, Ericson, 
Nebraska; Mrs. I. E. Quaid, Paris, 
Texas; Mr. George Brown, Val- 
hala, New York; Miss Mary Bris- 
ter, Gloster, Mississippi; Miss Ol- 
ive B. Weller, Boyertown, Penn- 


Sylvania; Miss Dorothy Stanke, 
Ashland, Nebraska; Mrs. Jessie 
Schenkel, Firth, Nebraska; Miss 


Marie Wood, Gonzales, Texas; Pvt. 
Robert L. Flora, Camp Lee, Vir- 
ginia; Rev. Clarence E Gow, Co- 
lumbus, Indiana; Mrs. C. O. Smith, 
St. Joseph, Missouri; Mrs. Roy 
Hardesty, Houston, Texas; Mrs. 
Minnie Turville, Oconomowoc, Wis- 
consin., 


The editor wishes to express his 
gratitude to all who entered the 
contest, and for the blessed testi- 
monies which came to us. We are 
encouraged to go on writing and 
getting the gospel out in every 
form possible, since so many 
hearts are blessed by this one 
book. We express also our grate- 
ful thanks to Rev. J. C. Macaulay 
and his committee for careful 
work in judging the contest. 


We pray that the messages in 
the book, “And God Remembered” 
will win many more souls to 
Christ and set many another Chris- 
tian to praying and make thou- 
sands more conscious of their luty 
in soul winning. 


ee He 


“Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 
Shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. 


girded with strength. He] 
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PAGE FOUR 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


—————————————— 


Signs of the End 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


and indirect result of that war 
reached the appalling figure of 
37,000,000! Crammond, the well- 
known English statistician, sets 
the direct cost of that war at 
$210,000,000,000; and the direct 
and indirect cost, $370,000,000,000. 
The debts of the nations at the 
close of the war were ten times 
what they were before, and that 
staggering burden has been in- 
creasing ever since. That war 
made all others that this bloody 
old earth has ever known seem 
Pygmy. Viscount Grays sized up 
the matter about right, we believe, 
several years ago when he said: I 
think it is certain that if there be 
another such war, civilization will 
never-recever. from it!” 


And now, what are the pros-. 
pects? Only a score of years have 
passed; and while the whole earth 
is still writhing from the wounds 
of that war, the imbecilic, cut- 
throat highbinders who have 
Slugged and gunned their way to 
seats of dictatorial power are now 
launching another world catastro- 
phe that bids fair to make the 
World War of 1914-18 look like a 
small child’s affair! Only one 
whose sanity is open to question 
can blind himself to the signifi- 
cance of the present world situa- 
tion in the light of Christ’s words 


in Matthew 24. 


FAMINES.—On the heels of this 
holocaust came the great Chinese 
famine. The London~Times (Dec. 
15, 1920) gave a summary of it: 
“The population now totally des- 
titute in Chihli is 6,000,000; in 
Shantung, 2,500,000; in Honan, 3,- 
1,000,000; in 
Shansi, 500,000—a total of 13,500,- 
000.” How. many starved to death 
will never be known. 


THE MOST APPALLING 
FAMINE 


Then only eighteen months later, 
the Volga Valley in Russia, actual- 
ly the most fertile land in Europe, 
was swept by famine in 1921, and 
wilted under the breath of HELL. 
No Joseph was there to save. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury said at 
the time: “Never in the history of 
the world has a condition of things 
existed comparable to the ghastly 
death by famine of whole millions 
of men, women and children.’ The 
famous Dr. Nansen, having accu- 
rate knowledge, said, “The famine 
is beyond all doubt the most ap- 
palling that has ever happened in 
the recorded history of man.” The 
greatest famine heretofore was the 
Chinese, in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, when five thous- 
and perished daily. “Thirty thou- 
sand Russians,” wrote D. M. Pan- 
ton of London, “are dying of star- 
vation every day.” The cemeteries 
had to be guarded to keep them 
from being rifled for cannibalism. 
The horror of it all beggared de- 
scription. 

Then came a yet greater famine 
disaster. “As nearly as can be es- 
timated,” said the Federal Council 
Bulletin editorially in May, 1929, 
“over 20,000,000 women and chil- 
dren in China are -now actually 
starving. Many of these are in re- 
gions too far inland and away 
from rail communications to be 
helped now.” The Chicago Tribune 
declared that “latest reports on 
the famine indicate 30 million per- 
sons are affected instead of the 20 
million first reported. 

Competent authorities expressed 
fear that 15,000,000 persons might 
perish.” In North China alone, the 
China Famine Relief, U.S.A., with 
headquarters in New York, printed 
in its appeal: “The tragedy of over 


‘8,000,000 human beings having 


starved to death is one of the most 
terrible in history’; and then 
(March 30, 1931) feared the death 
of 2,000,000 more “before another 
crop is harvested.” Certain it is 
that this famine was the worst 
in all the records of mah. Dogs, 
cats, and rats were delicacies. The 
cooking and eating of the flesh of: 
dead relatives was common. Thou- 
sands died with tree bark, roots, 
and grasses stuffed in their stom- 
achs. White clay was made into 
soup to deaden the agonies of hun- 
ger. This meant only slow suicide 
and more agonizing death later on. 


_ PESTILENCE. — Without any 


warning, except that which fell 
himself 


pestilence came in 1918, the total 


__- mortality of which was not less 
_ than 12,000,000, placed by many 
at a much hi 


higher figure. The med- 
dent of the London 


Mother Hu 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


sus. He can save a person’s soul— 
so they say. Perhaps there is yet 
hope for my soul. Take me to Je- 
sus, will you? I want to try.” 

There was a Chinese church four 
miles away, so her family, pre- 
suming that Jesus lived there, de- 
cided to gratify their mother’s dy- 
ing wish by taking her to the 
place. 

The Chinese elder was in the 
middle of his sermon when they 
arrived. Thinking the pulpit was 


Times, as early as December 18, 
1918, reported: “Six million per- 
sons have perished of influenza and 
pneumonia during the last twelve 
weeks. This plague is five times 
more deadly than war. Never since 
the Black Death has such a plague 
swept ever the face of the world.” 


But the Black Death was the 


scourge of Europe and was more |. 


or less localized. The Black Death 
was epidemic. The “Flu” of 1918- 
1919 was pandemic. No country on 
earth escaped its ravages. It broke 
out on ships two thousand miles 
from land. In some countries, true, 
it was more deadly than in others. 
In India, 4,933,133 deaths were re- 
corded within a few months. Whole 
villages became villages of the 
dead. “It is an epidemic,” declared 
Major Norman White, Sanitary 
Commissioner for India, “in many 
respects without parallel in the 
history of disease.” 


EARTHQUAKES. — The great- 
est earthquakes (save for possibly 
one) that have ever shaken this 
old terra firma have all come since 
the close of the World War. Sev- 
eral of them literally shook this 
terrestrial globe. An official re- 
port of the Chinese quake in De- 
cember, 1920, gave the loss of life 
around the Ching Ting Choo dis- 
trict at 300,000. A C.I.M. mission- 
ary declared that “working on this 
proportion, it would mean that 
somewhere between 500,000 and 1,- 
000,000 lost their lives.” Whether 
or not these figures are accurate, 
certain it is that this quake ex- 
ceeds any other earthquake known 
in seismographical records, Only 
one earthquake earlier in human 
history might contest the “honor” 
of being the greatest, and that 
would be the Indian earthquake in 
1737, when an estimated 300,000 
died. As good an authority as the 
Encyclopedia Britamnica says that 
this figure “may be exaggerated.” 


Since that time Japan, Baffin 
Bay, India, and Turkey have ex- 
perienced major quakes, while the 
crust of the whole earth has been 
aquiver with lesser quaking. 

Greatest war, greatest famine, 
greatest pestilence, greatest earth- 
quake—any one of which should 
cause men to meditate upon the 
way of God with men. And, when 
all these can be synchronized with- 
in the space of ten years—1914 to 
1923—and a space of twenty years 
would include the last great Chi- 
nese famine, then men who think, 
and especially those who think in 
the light of divine revelation, will 
not dismiss it all with a flippant 
sneer. We said— men who think! 
Most men don’t think. It is so 
much easier to sneer! 


Weigh it well! Nearly six thou- 
sand years have passed since God 
placed Adam in Eden. And yet 
the four greatest plagues that af- 
flict the human race were all 
packed in a single decade! If that 
does not fulfill the sign that the 
Lord Jesus gave in answer to the 
question “What shall be the sign 
of thy coming?”—then pray tell, 
just what is it going to take to 
fulfill the words that cannot be 
broken? (John 10:35). 


But now note: “All these are but 
the beginning of sorrows” (Matt. 
24:8). One would think that these 
four sore calamities were sorrows 
enough! But our Lord warns us 
that they will only be a prelude to 
the “sorrows” that are to be! Then 
“QO my Lord, what shall be the 
end of these things?” (Dan. 12:8). 


“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek 
of the earth, which have wrought 
His judgments; seek righteousness, 
seek meekness; it may be ye shall 


be HID in the day of the LORD’S. 


anger.” (Zeph. 2:3). “If we con- 
fess our sins He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (I John 1:9). “Behold, now 
is the day of SALVATION.” (II 
Corinthians 6:2). 


— Sunday School Times. 


likely the most efficacious spot, 
they pushed through the assem- 
bled worshipers and placed the old 
woman on a mat as near to it as 
they could. After the meeting 
closed, the elder and some other 
Christian men and women gath- 
ered around the pathetic little heap 
before the pulpit. When they dis- 
covered who the family was and 
their reason for coming, the elder 
told them the “old, old story of 
Jesus and His love.” He explained 
it as he would to a little Child. 


“Do you understand?” he asked. 
Mrs. Hu nodded slowly. 


“Now,” the elder continued, ‘‘the 
Lord Jesus is able, not only to 
save your soul as you put your 
trust in the blood He shed for your 
sins, but, if it be His will, He is 
able to save your poor sick body 
as well. He wants you to know 
that He is the God who gave you 
your life in the first place, and that 
He is the God who can restore to 
you that life if He so will. Oh, 
He differs so from those paper-and 
clay gods you have in your home! 
Are you willing to be finished with 
those things forever ?’’ 

Mrs. Hu thought for a moment, 
then said, “Yes, I am.’ 

“All right. We’ll pray for you.’ 
Laying his hands on her head, the 
elder lifted his voice to God in 
prayer for old Mother Hu: 
‘““,..,Open Thou her heart that she 
may understand that she is a poor 
sinner and that Thou hast died for 
her sins—and Oh, Lord, show this 
whole family that Thou are a liv- 
ing God. Stretch forth Thy loving 
hand and heal this old mother of 
her sickness, Amen.” : 

Expecting. God to answer, one 
of the Christian women brought 
Mrs. Hu a bowl of hot broth to 
drink. Knowing the agony that it 
would cause her and yet not wish- 
ing to appear ungrateful to these 
new friends, Mrs. Hu received the 
bowl with both hands, and then, 
to her own and her family’s 
amazement, drank all the broth 
without the least discomfort! 

“How are you feeling, mother ?’”’ 

“Why — just ordinary —so far, 
only—hungry.” 

Soon two small, freshly steamed 
loaves were placed before her. Ac- 
companied by gasps of astonish- 
ment from her children—all grown- 
up men and women—and a chorus 
of “Praise the Lord’ from the 
Christians, Mrs. Hu ate the two 
loaves as painlessly and joyfully 
as any half-starved person would 
have done! | 

Before many months had passed 
she had regained her old vigor, a 
marvel to herself and her entire 
village. Being illiterate, she could 
not search the Scriptures for her- 
self; and since neither the evan- 
gelists nor those of us who were 
missionaries in that district could 
always ‘fit in” her village with 
many other needy centers that re- 
quired our regular assistance, Mrs. 
Hu grew very hungry for a knowl- 
edge of the Lord. Nearing three- 
score and ten, she resolved she 
must learn to read. She sought my 
wife’s help, and was taught the 
Chinese phonetic alphabet. After 
three months she was able slow- 
ly to read her New Testament. 
Before we left the province, she 
had read it through almost twelve 
times. 

In her crowded little home she 
has fixed up a small chapel. On 
Sundays, when no one goes to lead 
the meeting, she herself stands up 
to tell those who gather what the 
Lord has taught her out of His 
book. The Lord is teaching her. 
One is surprised at such spiritual_ 
maturity in one so new in the 
faith. 

Mother Hu’s meeting place is 
only one of two score others in the 
Shekichen field alone that have 
come into being in much the same 
way. All the men, women, and 
children who meet in these rude 
sanctuaries Sunday by Sunday 
need Bible teaching and need it 
badly. They plead with us to come 
ourselves or to send someone to 
feed “our hungry souls.” We have 
been doing our utmost to care for 
at least some of them, but we are 
too few and they too numerous. 

May God raise up more reap- 
ers, speedily to go and reap this 
“volunteer’’ crop—before it is toa 
late—before it falls to the ground, 
and is spoiled! — 

(From China’s Millions for Oc- 
tober. For information about the 
China Inland Mission write to Rev. 
Ivan Allbutt, Secretary, 237 West 
School Lane, Philadelphia, Penn- 
ar 9,318 were baptized in 


Friday, October 24, 1941 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


the unsaved one won't be caught 
up. It will be just like old Enoch. 
We read in the Bible that “Enoch 
was not found.” Do you remember 
that? Why was he not found? 
Why. Enoch walked with God one 
day and God took him. Mrs. Enoch 
got up and put the coffee pot’ on 
the stove and fried the bacon and 
eggs and toasted the bread and 
said, ““‘Well, Enoch is down about 
the barn. He will come in after 
awhile,’ but he didn’t comé. She 


|went to the telephone; “Have you 


gseen.Enoch this morning?” and 
the voice says, “No, I haven’t seen 
him anywhere. And then the daily 
newspapers flashed a big headline 
—MR. ENOCH MISSING— and 
they put on a searching party. It 
is amazing how anxious people get 
over a little child who gets lost 
in a physical world, but they never 
have any love, never have any 
compassion for people who are lost 
spiritually. If one of these children 
on the front row were to get lost 
tonight and we couldn’t find it, 
this whole encampment wouldn't 
sleep a wink. We would get out 
all over this place and we would 
hunt beside every camp. We would 
go and drag the lake, and yet peo- 
ple all over this encampment 
grounds around here are lost with- 
out Christ and we are not anx- 
ious about it. 


Well, they put on a searching 
party for Enoch and he wasn't 
anywhere to be found. God had 
called him out. And that is exactly 
what He is going to do. That se- 
cret coming may take place before 
I finish this message tonight. It 
may take place before sun up in 
the morning or before night time 
tomorrow. It may not take place 
for a thousand years, but I don’t 
think it will be put off that long. 
But be it ever so long, it is com- 
ing. You read the story of Elisha. 
He would go around with Elijah. 
Elisha wanted to be sure he saw 
Elijah when the Lord took him up, 
so he could get the mantle. And as 
Elijah went along, a _ chariot 
swooped down and Elijah stepped 
up on the running board and went 
home to glory. Elisha went back 
to the school of prophets, a bunch 
of modernists. Brother Conant, 
they didn’t believe in a supernat- 
ural translation and they put on a 
searching party. They went out 
over the hills to find the body of 
Elijah. They won’t need to put on 
a searching party when Jesus 
comes, blessed be God. Every true 
believer will suddenly be snatched 
out just like Elijah, just like 
Enoch and the world will miss 
them. Two will be in a bed; one 
will be taken, the other left. Two 
will be in the field; one will be 
taken, the other will be left. Two 
will be out yonder at the mill; 
one’will be taken, the other left. 


One question for you tonight. If 
He were to come tonight, would 
you be taken or would you be left? 
That is the issue, the basis of the 
appeal. You say, “I feel good. I 
had a physical examination the 


y Other day and the doctor said I 


was one hundred per cent. I am 
not afraid to die. I am not wor- 
ried about dying.” How about the 
second coming of Jesus? That is 
the big thing. 

- A preacher friend of mine 
preached one morning at eleven 
o’clock on this text and in his con- 


children and one little child about 
five years old. The husband was 
not at church. The man did not go 
to church or Sunday School. When 
they got home for lunch that day 
at. the noon meal the little five 
year old boy spoke up, 


“Mama, if Jesus were to come 
today, would we have to leave our 
papa behind?” 

The mother kinda’ turned the 
little boy off without making any 
reply but the little boy was not 
going to be put off— 

“ if Jesus were to come 
today, would we have to leave 
papa behind?” 

The husband spoke up and said, 
“What is this he is talking about?” 
“The pastor spoke today on the 
seconc coming and pointed out 
when He comes there will be a 
separation, a parting between be- 
lievers and unbelievers. He wants 
to know if Jesus were to come to- 
day, would we have to leave you 
behind or take you with us.” 

The man flew in a rage. “Is that 
what they are teaching up there 


to my children? They can’t go 


gregation was a wife and sorié! 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


back.” He was very much pro- 
voked about it. She called the pas- 
tor and told him that she wanted 
him to pray for her husband, that 
he had forbidden them coming 
back to church. 

At bedtime the little child was 
put in his crib but he got up in 
the darkness of the night, after 
the lights had been turned out, and 
said, “Mamma, if Jesus comes to- 
night, will we have to leave our 
daddy behind?” The man said, 
“Lie down there,’ and he scolded 
him. The little boy fell back down 
on his little bed and he said again, 
“Mamma, if Jesus comes, will we 
have to leave papa behind?’ They 
got up the next morning and the 
man went to San Antonio, Texas, 
He -was a business man, a travel- 
ling salesman. He went out that 
day and he couldn’t do any work. 
One thought kept ringing in his 
mind, “If Jesus comes tonight, will 
we have to leave our papa be- 
hind?” And he came back that 
night and he couldn’t sleep. He 
rolied and tossed and tumbled and 
there went ringing through his 
mind that question of that little 
child. And it was Tuesday. He 
went out that day and he couldn't 
do any business. So he came back 
to the hotel, but he couldn’t sleep 
and he caught the train back 
home. He told his wife that he 
couldn’t sleep. She called the pas- 
tor and asked if she could come 
and bring her husband to see him, 
and she took him down. He said 
to the pastor, 3 

“I’m going crazy!” 

And the pastor said, “Thank 
God! I wish everybody in the coun- 
try would go crazy. You are un- 
der conviction. God is trying to 


Lord. 


On Wednesday night the bap- 
tismal water was ready. This man 
was going to be baptized. This fel- 
low’s little four year old son got 
up by the baptistry. The usher 
tried to take the little boy out 
from the baptistry, but the man 
said, “No, let him stay there. He 
won’t bother anything.’ The pas- 
tor took the nian who had given 
his heart to the Lord and lowered 
him down in the baptismal water, 
picturing the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus and as he 
raised him up, the building was 
dark except the baptistry light. 
The little boy turned and looked 
back into the congregation and 
said, . 

“Now if Jesus were to come, we 
could take our daddy with us.” 


Oh, my friends, I close my mes- 
sage tonight with that question. 
If Jesus were to come tonight, 
would we take you with us or 
would we have to leave you be- 
hind? 


17 Weeks, 25c 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


friends, Usually, however, it is best 
to give such books as “What Must 
I Do To Be Saved?” “World-Wide 
War and the Bible’ and “Bible 
Facts About Heaven” to unsaved 
friends, and to give The Sword of 
the Lord to Christians. Then spe- 
cial copies of The Sword of the 
Lord with gospel messages that you 
think would be used of God should 
be passed on to unsaved friends. 
Usually unsaved people will not 
subscribe for themselves. But Chris- 
tian workers who read good Chris- 
tian literature will be hungry for 
just such messages as in this pa- 
per. .. | 
We are counting on your cooper- 
ation and help. We want 5,000 new 
subscribers whose friends will give 
them a chance to taste the bless- 
ings of this warmhearted, evan- 
gelistic, Bible teaching weekly. La- 
ter, no doubt, many of them will 
subscribe for themselves. | 

Please give names and address- 
es carefully. 

As unselfishly as we know how, 
we carry on this work week in 
and week out, year after year with- 
out remuneration. We have put 


‘Christ. And now you who have 
been blessed by the paper con- 


to God and to others to help in- 
crease the circulation of this pa- 
per by many thousands. I believe 
you will want to do it. 

Send subscriptions to Sword of 


Save you,” and he led him to the. 


thousands of dollars in it, to get 
out the gospel to the glory of | 


sider whether or not you owe it | 


the Lord Publishers, 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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